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What are European Digital Credentials 
for Learning?
• A standard developed by the 

European Commission.

• Enables issuing digital 
credentials that are verifiable, 
secure, and interoperable across 
Europe.

• Aligned with Europass and the 
European Qualifications 
Framework (EQF).
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Why do we need digital credentials?

• Learning is increasingly non-
formal and online.

• Need for trustworthy 
recognition beyond traditional 
diplomas.

• Supports mobility, 
employability, and lifelong 
learning.
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How EDC works

• Based on Verifiable Open Credentials 
(VOC).

• Uses JSON-LD format and is digitally 
signed.

• Issued via Europass infrastructure or 
national platforms.

• Includes metadata: issuer, learning 
outcomes, EQF level, workload, etc.
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What about Digital Badges?

• Based on Open Badges standard 
(OBv2).

• Widely used for micro-
credentials, skills recognition, 
and informal learning.

• Typically issued by MOOCs, 
training platforms, or 
professional communities.
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EDC vs. Digital Badges – Comparison

Feature EDC Digital Badges

Standards compliance Europass, EQF OBv2

Trust and verification High (signed with E-Seal & hosted by EC) Varies (issuer-dependent)

Metadata richness Very detailed Less detailed

Recognition Formal education, institutions Informal/non-formal learning

Interoperability EU-wide Global (but inconsistent)

Usability Requires structured data input (E-seal) Easier and quicker to issue
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Benefits of EDC

Trusted and recognized across Europe

Supports integration into official qualification systems

Enables automatic verification

Promotes transparency of learning outcomes

Enhances mobility and employability
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Limitations of EDC

Higher entry barrier for issuers (technical, administrative and 
semantic)

Less flexible for informal learning contexts

Still under adoption in many countries

Not automatically issued
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When to use what?

Use EDC when:

• The credential is formal, accredited, or linked to qualifications

• You want long-term verification and institutional trust

Use Digital Badges when:

• The learning is short, informal, or experimental

• You want fast issuance and wide sharing on social platforms
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Our EDC experience
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Credential summary
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EDC metadata
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EDC in EUROPASS library
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The EDC is verified!
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Conclusion and Q&A

Key takeaways:

• EDC = formal, robust, European-wide recognition

• Badges = flexible, fast, informal skills sharing

• Both can coexist in a learner-centered ecosystem
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Thank you!
Questions?
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