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What are European Digital Credentials
for Learning?

* A standard developed by the = Trust
European Commission.

* Enables issuing digital
credentials that are verifiable,
secure, and interoperable across
Europe.

Secure and Verifiable
Credentials

European Qualification
Frameworks

* Aligned with Europass and the
European Qualifications
Framework (EQF). Digital CV Systems
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Why do we need digital credentials?

* Learning is increasingly non-
formal and online.

Traditional Diplomas ﬁ

* Need for trustworthy
recognition beyond traditional

diplomas. e (] X
nline Learning |_= >
’ Supports mObiIity' Informal Learning E
employability, and lifelong =
Iearning Digital Certification E@
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How EDC works

* Based on Verifiable Open Credentials

(VOCQ).
e Uses JSON-LD format and is digitally
sighed.

* Issued via Europass infrastructure or
national platforms.

- - | * Includes metadata: issuer, learning
Format Signature Information Platforms OutcomeS’ EQF Ievel’ Workload’ etc.
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What about Digital Badges?

Digital badges

* Based on Open Badges standard

(OBVZ) . < Pros Cons >
* Widely used for micro- o -

credentials, skills recognition, recogniion C‘) 1) context

and informal learning.

: . Easy to issue CZ) :::: :"’; fi:l:ﬂﬁl

* Typically issued by MOOCs, anit

training platforms, or @

o o, o Shareable
professional communities.
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EDC vs. Digital Badges — Comparison

Feature

EDC

Digital Badges

Standards compliance

Europass, EQF

OBv2

Trust and verification

High (signed with E-Seal & hosted by EC)

Varies (issuer-dependent)

Metadata richness

Very detailed

Less detailed

Recognition

Formal education, institutions

Informal/non-formal learning

Interoperability

EU-wide

Global (but inconsistent)

Usability

Requires structured data input (E-seal)

Easier and quicker to issue
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Benefits of EDC

Trusted and recognized across Europe

Supports integration into official qualification systems
Enables automatic verification

Promotes transparency of learning outcomes

Enhances mobility and employability

w @ W @ W

Official System Verification Trust Building
Recognition Integration Ease
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Limitations of EDC

/\ Higher entry barrier for issuers (technical, administrative and
semantic)

/\ Less flexible for informal learning contexts
/\ Still under adoption in many countries
/\ Not automatically issued

Challenges

Requires technical and
administrative preparation
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When to use what?

Use EDC when:
* The credential is formal, accredited, or linked to qualifications
* You want long-term verification and institutional trust

Use Digital Badges when:
* The learning is short, informal, or experimental
* You want fast issuance and wide sharing on social platforms

- 4SIe(c|>|é§ Final Conference - Paris - 10/06/25 Gabriella Paolini <GARR>



Our EDC experience

europass
European Union

europass LeaminEurope  Workin Europe  About Europass  Contact us Gabriella PAOLINI Logout

European Digital Credentials for Learning > Review

Prepare Customise Seal Send

Send

Send credentials to the recipients’ mailboxes or credential wallets.

[ B Issue more Credentials

RECIPIENT CREDENTIAL TITLE VALID SEALED SENT ACTIONS

<]

] SFTD e © o ° 1w
R ey © © © ou
Andrea Corleto ;’:ﬁ;’;?es‘gn ] ] ] e 1
— wren @ e e eum
i eorDesan © © © o1
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redential summary

@ Credential summary ¥, B « Sha English v

e Andrea Corleto

=
m Issuer

‘! FAIR-by-Design Instructor v

ﬁ FAIR-by-Design assessment

FAIR-by-Design Instructor

Skills
4 e0sc

cortifies that

Andrea Corleto
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EDC metadata

FAIR-by-Design Instructor

o

@ Credential summary & |+

@ Andrea Gorieto

FAIR-by-Design Instructor

i
III Issuer
Awarded By

T FAIR-by-Design Instructor N\

FAIR-by-Design assessment Awarding Date

22/1012023

g FAIR-by-Design assessment
Learning outcome summary

Define FAIR learning objects;

Adapt and mix FAIR learning objects;

Identify licenses and attribute correspondingly;
Structure comprehensive learning materials;

Manage file formats and tools;

Define metadata using a schema;

Create and publish FAIR-by-Design learning materials;
Collaborate with other instructors;

Assess FAIRness of existing learning objects.

N Achievement information

g Volume of Learning (O Learning Settings

18 hours non-formal learning
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Issuing date: 05/06/2025  Valid from: 22/10/2023 ~ Type: Generic  Credential id: urn:credential:0a8c15ca-94e5-4831-8bc5-d20c2d033cd4

< English v

Show less

) Mode of Learning

Online

" FAIR-by-Design Instructor

.

Issuing date: 05/06/2025

@ Credential summary oy

O ancrea corieto

-—
iy Issuer

T FAIR-by-Design Instructor

ﬁ FAIR-by-Design assessment

N I g FAIR-by-Design assessment
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Valid from: 22/10/2023  Type: Generic  Credential id: urn:credential:0a8c15ca-94e5-4831-8bc5-d20c2d033cd4

< English v

FAIR-by-Design assessment

Awarded By

Date issued
22/10/2023

Grade
380

Description A

Show less
Pass all per-stage quizzes based on multiple-choice questions with a minimum grade of 376, while the maximum grade is 470.

N Assessment Information

Ay Assessment Type

quiz




EDC in EUROPASS library

25 europa.eu/europass/eportfolio/screen/my-library?lang=en

Certificates and diplomas

© Upload

I [ -

Italiano

10 doft e Cotwieda PADUN! o pordecporn o un coma o kgun BGLES
S 2 moggo N2 o 14 geraok 203 p uno deota S 30 are o nson
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Berlitz Certificate - CEF B 2.1
Saved 14/03/2024 - 09:47 AM
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The EDC is verified!

jal < Share ‘ English v

Authentication and
Verification Checks

siills © FORMAT

4 €0SC This credential is technically valid.

© SEAL

The credential is Sealed by Consortium
GARR. This credential has not been
tampered with since issue.

Jesign Instructor

REVOCATION

briella Paolini Function under development. Contact the
i . awarding body for information about this
! iy e ;LLH,’:‘HC credential's revocation status.

earning materials

ACCREDITATION
Accreditation does not apply to this
Credential

@ VALIDITY

The credential is still valid.

@ VERIFIED
e
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Conclusion and Q&A

(& =

< B Both

Key takeaways:

 EDC = formal, robust, European-wide recognition R

* Badges = flexible, fast, informal skills sharing
* Both can coexist in a learner-centered ecosystem

- Skills Final Conference - Paris - 10/06/25 Gabriella Paolini <GARR>
4 e0sC



S k S Skills for the European

Open Science

4 €0SC  commons

Thank you!

Questions?
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