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What is ICDI?
Italian Computing and Data Infrastructure
• Forum of the main Research Infrastructures and Research Performing
Organisations in Italy (currently 28 participants, including Universities)

• Aimed to coordinate Italian participation to EOSC, EOSC Association,
and other European data/computing-related initiatives

• Promotes education and training in Open Science and Research Data
Management, with particular attention to national / regional needs
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The ICDI Competence Centre
A network of experts with
functional skills to support the
national community for Open
Science, the FAIR principles for
scientific data management and
to facilitate and enhance the
participation of the Italian
research community to the
European Open Science Cloud.
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What does the ICDI Competence Centre do?
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Training Community
engagement

Best practices’
dissemination

Italian portal
www.open-science.it

Service brokerPublic webinars

DMP support

http://www.open-science.it
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Empowering the ICDI Competence Centre



Skills4EOSC outputs for community building
and lifelong learning

Skills4EOSC Fellowship Programme
https://www.skills4eosc.eu/participate/fellowship-programme
This programme is an opportunity for datastewards to spend a short period abroad inanother institution to learn and connect.
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Data Stewards’ Network starter kit
Horton, L., Drachen, T. M., Hansen, K. K., Sharma, C., & Vlachos, E.(2023). D6.2 Development of starter kits for professional networks:data steward (1.1). Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7682836

This starter kit aims to give guidance andsupport for the creation of new professional andsustainable communities of data stewards.
It has been used in kicking off the Italian DataStewards Community.

https://www.skills4eosc.eu/participate/fellowship-programme
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7682836


Surveying Italian Data Stewards
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Survey to map data stewards and otherresearch data experts in Italian Universitiesand RPOs: which roles? which functions?
Open from May to November 2023.
More than 50 respondents.
From more than 40 RPOs across Italy(almost all regions)

Main conclusions:
● Several Universities and RPOs in Italy have been investing inhiring data stewards / research data experts.● There is no common definition for the “data steward”profile (in Italy as in other countries).● Data stewards (or similar figures) hold different positions /roles.

We also asked to express interest to participate in a national network: we used this list tocommunicate our first in-person kick-off meeting.



Engage and connect
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On November 7th 2023 wekicked-off the first Italian DataStewards Community.

https://www.garrnews.it/la-voce-della-comunita-29/il-ruolo-dei-data-steward-nella-ricerca-e-la-comunita-italiana

~40 people

Rome

https://www.garrnews.it/la-voce-della-comunita-29/il-ruolo-dei-data-steward-nella-ricerca-e-la-comunita-italiana


Main activities
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Steering board
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Mailing list

management

Writing of Manifesto
& participation rules

Thematic webinars

Goal: inform and train on new topicsStakeholders: data stewards, publicFirst steps: 1st webinar in May 2024

Goal: announce and advertise events, askquestions, share resultsStakeholders: data stewardsFirst steps: 117 members (20/06/24)

Goal: share community managementduties, agree on mission and goalsStakeholders: community managers,championsFirst steps: 1st meeting held in May 2024,around 15 people

Goal: share results, discuss activities,networkingStakeholders: data stewardsFirst steps: online meetings every 2months, in-person every 6 months

Goal: define mission, goals, and rules of participation andcommunicate externallyStakeholders: data stewards, public, other communitiesFirst steps: drafting is ongoing



Thank you!
contact: valentina.pasquale@iit.it

ICDI Competence Centre website:
https://www.icdi.it/en/activities/competence-centre
Skills4EOSC website: www.skills4eosc.eu

mailto:valentina.pasquale@iit.it
https://www.icdi.it/en/activities/competence-centre
http://www.skills4eosc.eu

